Using Free Music & Sound Effects in Your Podcast by Joseph, Kris et al.
Acknowledge the source of the audio and the artist who created it
Agree to use the audio for non-commercial purposes only (this class assignment is a non-
commercial project!)
There are many sources of free music and sound effects you can use to spice up your podcast.
Almost everything you’ll find on the sites listed below is available under a licence. That means that
you are free to use the audio if you agree to the conditions set by the artist. Most often, you
need to do these things:
Not all licences are the same, so be sure to read the terms and do what is asked of you!
SOURCES  FOR  FREE  MUS I C
CCMixter
http://dig.ccmixter.org/
Licence types: Creative Commons
Internet Archive Netlabels
https://archive.org/details/netlabels
Licence types: Public Domain,
Creative Commons
SOURCES  FOR  SOUND  E F F EC T S
FreeSound
https://freesound.org/
Licence type: Creative Commons
Sonic Dictionary
https://sonicdictionary.duke.edu/ 
Licence type: Creative Commons
Finding open and Creative Commons content (from the Opening Up Copyright project)
Using Creative Commons content (from the Goodwill Community Foundation)
Including third-party content in your work (from the Opening Up Copyright project)
Creative Commons provides some of the most popular open licences for content. You can use Creative
Commons content to create work, and you can also release your own work using them! To learn
more about finding and using open content in your work, see these videos:
Y O R K  U N I V E R S I T Y  L I B R A R I E S
 This document by Kris Joseph, Anna St.Onge, 
                                            Sarah Coysh, and Kristina Karakolis is available
under a Creative Commons-Attribution 4.0 International License. To view a
copy of this license, visit https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0
O P E N  L I C E N C E
A U D I O  S O U R C E S
Almost all licences will ask you to give credit to the original artist. For a podcast, the best practice
is to include an acknowledgment in your script. For example, you might add a statement like this:
“The music used in this podcast is by Kara Square, and you can find it online at ccmixter.org. Kara’s
music is made available under a Creative Commons Attribution licence.”
US I NG  FREE  MUS I C  &  SOUND  E F F EC T S  I N  YOUR  PODCAS T
HOW  TO  G I V E  CRED I T  FOR  MUS I C  OR  SOUND  YOU  USE
L EARN  MORE  ABOUT  CREAT I V E  COMMONS
SoundBible
http://soundbible.com
Licence types:Creative Commons,
Public Domain, Personal Use Only
